
Want to Judge At the Olympics?

With Marilyn Payne & Brian Ross

Pursuing the goal of becoming a licensed official may seem lofty for most horse enthusiasts, but through the guidance of Marilyn Payne and Brian Ross, that goal became attainable.  In the very least, their description of the process, as presented in this informational seminar, provided the initial tools needed to get one out of the “starting box”.
There are several “tracks” for the formal licensing process, which are geared towards three types of applicants:
1. The first being the “Fast Track Program” is geared towards the experienced rider & aims to recruit riders who have competed at the 3 & 4* levels.  This entails a process of shadowing an associate judge & becoming an official at endorsed competitons.
2. The second track is a “Mentoring Program” for riders who have competed through the advanced level.  Again applicants are encouraged to shadow a seasoned judge & to attain hands on experience by judging at schooling shows.
Of course, when one thinks of becoming a licensed official, focus goes to the expertise needed to judge in the dressage phase.   The most aggressive track of the certification comes in the form of a 20 Day Training Program, which begins with an intense 4 day segment which focuses on the methodology and mechanics of judging dressage. 

Mindy Friesen, a seminar attendee who has successfully gone through the Training Program, spent a few moments chatting with me after the session.  She commented on the brilliance of the instructional expertise offered through the program by seasoned professionals such as Marilyn & Brian.  By observing the mounted participants during the training sessions, students of the training program gained invaluable knowledge on the importance of the bio mechanics & the technical aspects of each movement.   Ultimately, training program attendees would be able to interpret each movement “through the eyes of a judge”.  
Graduates of this 3 phased training program must submit a formal application through the USEA committee, spend a specified amount of time shadowing or judging in the field and must be armed with 15 references within the riding community.  The applicant can then expect to be tested on all 3 phases before being awarded their well earned official credentials.   Continuing education, to keep one’s skills sharp, is also expected of the licensed graduates.  To read more on the Training Program for Officials, please visit the education section of the USEA’s website.

